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Formation of the Solar System
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1 �The solar system was formed 
from the solar nebula—an 
area of dust and gas.

2 �This huge nebula began to  
pull together (or condense)  
and swirl, forming a disc.

3 �Pressure at the disc’s center was so 
intense that atoms began to combine. 
This process is called fusion. The Sun 
was born!

4 �Areas of leftover material clumped together, forming larger and 
larger objects. Some of these objects became the planets.

5 �Toward the outer reaches of the solar system, smaller objects 
remained. They formed the Kuiper Belt and Oort Cloud.


