
WATER

Groundwater
When it rains, water flows downhill, 

forming rivers, streams, ponds, and  
lakes. This, along with water in the  
oceans, is surface water. 

Rainwater also seeps into the ground 
and flows through layers of soil and rock. 
This is groundwater. Most of Earth’s  
freshwater is found below the surface  
as groundwater. 

Some groundwater is found in layers  
of porous rock and sand deep below the 
ground. Here it collects in reservoirs called 
aquifers. In aquifers, all the open spaces 
between the rocks and sand are saturated. 
This means they are filled with as much 
water as they can hold. 

o Where does groundwater come from?
o What is in an aquifer?
o What affects the water table?

The water beneath the desert in Northern 
Africa is between 25,000 and 75,000 
years old! It fell as rain and collected in 
the aquifer there. This kind of water is 
called fossil water because it is so old.  
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Drilling for water

Wells are drilled by people. They can 
provide us with a steady supply of water. 
Wells even provide water in drought years 
when there is little rain.  

The groundwater that supplies wells 
lies in flat or slightly tilted layers of rock. 
In order to reach this water, people must 
drill into the water table. This is the point 
where the ground begins to be saturated 
with water. 

The water table in an area can rise  
and fall. When there is a lot of rain, it  
will rise. When there are long periods  
of drought, it will fall.

In some areas, people have drilled too 
many wells and are pumping water faster 
than rainfall can replace it. In these areas, 
wells are going dry.


