
WATER

Water Around the House

Water Supply

Every modern city has a source of fresh 
water. It may be a river, wells, or a reservoir.

Large pipes transport water from these 
sources to a water treatment plant. The 
plant’s filters make the water clear. They  
also remove any bad taste. 

The plant may add chemicals next.  
These could include chlorine to kill germs. 
Fluoride could be added to strengthen teeth. 

Water flows from the treatment plant 
into smaller pipes. Finally, it reaches homes. 

Pipes take cold water to the sinks,  
toilets, and outdoor faucets. One pipe  
carries water to a heater, which makes  
hot water that flows to sinks, showers,  
and washing machines.

Sewage

When you wash, shower, or flush a 
toilet, you create wastewater. The waste
water flows through drainpipes into a 
sewer pipe.

Wastewater contains pollutants. These 
include bacteria, soap, and food scraps. 

Wastewater usually travels to a sewage 
treatment plant. It is mixed with air to 
remove odors. Next, the water may be 
passed through filters. It is then sent to a 
settling tank. Solids settle. Then they are 
collected as sludge. Farmers use sludge  
as fertilizer. 

Before the treated water is returned  
to rivers, lakes, or seas, chemicals may  
be added to kill harmful bacteria. 

o  Where does water in your sink come from?
o Why are chemicals added to water?
o  Where does water go when you flush  

the toilet?

The world’s longest water tunnel is the 
New York City–West Delaware water-
supply tunnel. It travels underground for 
169 kilometers (105 mi.). The tunnel ends 
at a reservoir in Yonkers, New York. 
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